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Critical thinking is the process of analyzing available facts, evidence, observations, and arguments to make sound conclusions
or informed choices. It involves recognizing underlying assumptions, providing justifications for ideas and actions, evaluating
these justifications through comparisons with varying perspectives, and assessing their rationality and potential consequences.
The goal of critical thinking is to form a judgment through the application of rational, skeptical, and unbiased analyses and
evaluation. In modern times, the use of the phrase critical thinking can be traced to John Dewey, who used the phrase reflective
thinking, which depends on the knowledge base of an individual; the excellence of critical thinking in which an individual can
engage varies according to it. According...
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Higher-order thinking, also known as higher order thinking skills (HOTS), is a concept applied in relation to education reform
and based on learning taxonomies (such as American psychologist Benjamin Bloom's taxonomy). The idea is that some types of
learning require more cognitive processing than others, but also have more generalized benefits. In Bloom's taxonomy, for
example, skills involving analysis, evaluation and synthesis (creation of new knowledge) are thought to be of a higher order than
the learning of facts and concepts using lower-order thinking skills, which require different learning and teaching methods.
Higher-order thinking involves the learning of complex judgmental skills such as critical thinking and problem solving.

Higher-order thinking is considered more difficult to...
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Vertical thinking is a type of approach to problems that usually involves one being selective, analytical, and sequential. It could
be said that it is the opposite of lateral thinking. Unlike lateral thinking that involves using added intuition, risk taking, and
imagination through unconscious and subconscious processes, vertical thinking consists of using more of a conscious approach
via rational assessment in order to take in information or make decisions. This type of thinking encourages individuals to employ
a sequential approach to solving problem where a creative and multidirectional response are seen as imprudent. Vertical
thinkers prefer to rely on external data and facts in order to avoid failure or counterfactual thinking.
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Social impact assessment (SIA) is a methodology to review the social effects of infrastructure projects and other development
interventions. Although SIA is usually applied to planned interventions, the same techniques can be used to evaluate the social
impact of unplanned events, for example, disasters, demographic change, and epidemics. SIA is important in applied
anthropology, as its main goal is to deliver positive social outcomes and eliminate any possible negative or long term effects.
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Risk assessment is a process for identifying hazards, potential (future) events which may negatively impact on individuals,
assets, and/or the environment because of those hazards, their likelihood and consequences, and actions which can mitigate
these effects. The output from such a process may also be called a risk assessment. Hazard analysis forms the first stage of a
risk assessment process. Judgments "on the tolerability of the risk on the basis of a risk analysis" (i.e. risk evaluation) also form
part of the process. The results of a risk assessment process may be expressed in a quantitative or qualitative fashion.

Risk assessment forms a key part of a broader risk management strategy to help reduce any potential risk-related
consequences.

Formative assessment

revise and refine their thinking. Formative assessment is also known as educative assessment, classroom assessment, or
assessment for learning. There are

Formative assessment, formative evaluation, formative feedback, or assessment for learning, including diagnostic testing, is a
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range of formal and informal assessment procedures conducted by teachers during the learning process in order to modify
teaching and learning activities to improve student attainment. The goal of a formative assessment is to monitor student
learning to provide ongoing feedback that can help students identify their strengths and weaknesses and target areas that need
work. It also helps faculty recognize where students are struggling and address problems immediately. It typically involves
qualitative feedback (rather than scores) for both student and teacher that focuses on the details of content and performance. It
is commonly contrasted with summative assessment, which...
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The following outline is provided as an overview of and topical guide to thought (thinking):

Thought is the object of a mental process called thinking, in which beings form psychological associations and models of the
world. Thinking is manipulating information, as when we form concepts, engage in problem solving, reason and make decisions.
Thought, the act of thinking, produces more thoughts. A thought may be an idea, an image, a sound or even control an
emotional feeling.
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Critical understanding is a term used commonly in education to define a mode of thinking, described as, ‘an essential tool for
participating in democratic processes, at whatever level.’ It is a defensible position reached through the examination of ideas,
issues or sources. It is achieved through reflecting upon, analysing and evaluating different ideas and positions, and is
demonstrated through an ability to express informed responses and independent thought. Critical understanding develops
through analytical and independent thought and is considered an increasingly important element of the education process as
students progress to higher and further education. However it is not an easy concept to communicate for it is not a passive
thing we do; it is about active engagement.
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Futures techniques used in the multi-disciplinary field of futurology by futurists in Americas and Australasia, and futurology by
futurologists in EU, include a diverse range of forecasting methods, including anticipatory thinking, backcasting, simulation,
and visioning. Some of the anticipatory methods include, the delphi method, causal layered analysis, environmental scanning,
morphological analysis, and scenario planning.
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A teaching method is a set of principles and methods used by teachers to enable student learning. These strategies are
determined partly by the subject matter to be taught, partly by the relative expertise of the learners, and partly by constraints
caused by the learning environment. For a particular teaching method to be appropriate and efficient it has to take into account
the learner, the nature of the subject matter, and the type of learning it is supposed to bring about.

The approaches for teaching can be broadly classified into teacher-centered and student-centered, but in practice teachers will
often adapt instruction by moving back and forth between these methodologies depending on learner prior knowledge, learner
expertise, and the desired learning objectives. In a teacher-centered...
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