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History of Delphi (software)

details the history of the programming language and
software product Delphi. Delphi evolved from
Borland&#039;s Turbo Pascal for Windows, itself an
evolution

This page details the history of the programming
language and software product Delphi.

Component Object Model

compound documents. It was introduced with Word
and Excel in 1991, and was later included with
Windows, starting with version 3.1 in 1992. An
example of a

Component Object Model (COM) is a binary-interface
technology for software components from Microsoft
that enables using objects in a language-neutral way
between different programming languages,
programming contexts, processes and machines.

COM is the basis for other Microsoft domain-specific
component technologies including OLE, OLE
Automation, ActiveX, COM+, and DCOM as well as
implementations such as DirectX, Windows shell,
UMDF, Windows Runtime, and Browser Helper Object.

COM enables object use with only knowing its
interface; not its internal implementation. The
component implementer defines interfaces that are
separate from the implementation.

Support for multiple programming contexts is handled
by relying on the object for aspects that would be
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challenging to implement as a facility...
Windows Script Host

Pro, Microsoft Word, Lotus Notes and any of the like,
the XLNT script to get environment variables and print
them in a new TextPad document, and so on. The

The Microsoft Windows Script Host (WSH) (formerly
named Windows Scripting Host) is an automation
technology for Microsoft Windows operating systems
that provides scripting abilities comparable to batch
files, but with a wider range of supported features.
This tool was first provided on Windows 95 after Build
950a on the installation discs as an optional
installation configurable and installable by means of
the Control Panel, and then a standard component of
Windows 98 (Build 1111) and subsequent and Windows
NT 4.0 Build 1381 and by means of Service Pack 4.
WSH is also a means of automation for Internet
Explorer via the installed WSH engines from IE
Version 3.0 onwards; at this, time VBScript became a
means of automation for Microsoft Outlook 97. WSH is
also an optional install provided with...

ActiveX

application development technologies, such as Active
Template Library, Delphi, JavaBeans, Microsoft
Foundation Class Library, Qt, Visual Basic, Windows

ActiveX is a deprecated software framework created by
Microsoft that adapts its earlier Component Object
Model (COM) and Object Linking and Embedding
(OLE) technologies for content downloaded from a
network, particularly from the World Wide Web.
Microsoft introduced ActiveX in 1996. In principle,
ActiveX is not dependent on Microsoft Windows
operating systems, but in practice, most ActiveX
controls only run on Windows. Most also require the
client to be running on an x86-based computer because
ActiveX controls contain compiled code.
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ActiveX is still supported in the "Internet Explorer
mode" of Microsoft Edge (which has a different,
incompatible extension system, as it is based on
Google's Chromium project).

Pascal (programming language)

Macintosh machines) and Borland in the late 1980s
and later developed into Delphi on the Microsoft
Windows platform. Extensions to the Pascal concepts
led

Pascal is an imperative and procedural programming
language, designed by Niklaus Wirth as a small,
efficient language intended to encourage good
programming practices using structured programming
and data structuring. It is named after French
mathematician, philosopher and physicist Blaise
Pascal.

Pascal was developed on the pattern of the ALGOL 60
language. Wirth was involved in the process to improve
the language as part of the ALGOL X efforts and
proposed a version named ALGOL W. This was not
accepted, and the ALGOL X process bogged down. In
1968, Wirth decided to abandon the ALGOL X process
and further improve ALGOL W, releasing this as Pascal
in 1970.

On top of ALGOL's scalars and arrays, Pascal enables
defining complex datatypes and building dynamic and
recursive data structures such...

Search engine indexing

For example, while an index of 10,000 documents can
be queried within milliseconds, a sequential scan of
every word in 10,000 large documents could

Search engine indexing is the collecting, parsing, and
storing of data to facilitate fast and accurate
information retrieval. Index design incorporates
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interdisciplinary concepts from linguistics, cognitive
psychology, mathematics, informatics, and computer
science. An alternate name for the process, in the
context of search engines designed to find web pages
on the Internet, is web indexing.

Popular search engines focus on the full-text indexing
of online, natural language documents. Media types
such as pictures, video, audio, and graphics are also
searchable.

Meta search engines reuse the indices of other
services and do not store a local index whereas cache-
based search engines permanently store the index
along with the corpus. Unlike full-text indices, partial-
text services restrict the...

Ribbon (computing)

needs them. For instance, in a word processor, an
image-related tab may appear when the user selects an
image in a document, allowing the user to interact

In computer interface design, a ribbon is a graphical
control element in the form of a set of toolbars placed
on several tabs. The typical structure of a ribbon
includes large, tabbed toolbars, filled with graphical
buttons and other graphical control elements, grouped
by functionality. Such ribbons use tabs to expose
different sets of controls, eliminating the need for
numerous parallel toolbars. Contextual tabs are tabs
that appear only when the user needs them. For
instance, in a word processor, an image-related tab
may appear when the user selects an image in a
document, allowing the user to interact with that
image.

Use of the term "ribbon" dates back to the 1980s and
was originally used as a synonym for plain toolbar.
However, in 2007, Microsoft used the term to refer to
its own implementation...
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Type conversion

most languages, the word coercion is used to denote
an implicit conversion, either during compilation or
during run time. For example, in an expression

In computer science, type conversion, type casting,
type coercion, and type juggling are different ways of
changing an expression from one data type to another.
An example would be the conversion of an integer
value into a floating point value or its textual
representation as a string, and vice versa. Type
conversions can take advantage of certain features of
type hierarchies or data representations. Two
important aspects of a type conversion are whether it
happens implicitly (automatically) or explicitly, and
whether the underlying data representation is
converted from one representation into another, or a
given representation is merely reinterpreted as the
representation of another data type. In general, both
primitive and compound data types can be converted.

Each programming language has...
Sibyl

oracles in Ancient Greece. The sibyls prophesied at
holy sites. A sibyl at Delphi has been dated to as early
as the eleventh century BC by Pausanias when

The sibyls were prophetesses or oracles in Ancient
Greece.

The sibyls prophesied at holy sites.

A sibyl at Delphi has been dated to as early as the
eleventh century BC by Pausanias when he described
local traditions in his writings from the second century
AD.

At first, there appears to have been only a single sibyl.
By the fourth century BC, there appear to have been at
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least three more, Phrygian, Erythraean, and
Hellespontine. By the first century BC, there were at
least ten sibyls, located in Greece, Italy, the Levant,
and Asia Minor.

Code folding

the user to selectively hide (&quot;fold&quot;) or
display (&quot;unfold&quot;) parts of a document. This
allows the user to manage large amounts of text while
viewing only

Code or text folding, or less commonly holophrasting,
is a feature of some graphical user interfaces that
allows the user to selectively hide ("fold") or display
("unfold") parts of a document. This allows the user to
manage large amounts of text while viewing only those
subsections that are currently of interest. It is typically
used with documents which have a natural tree
structure consisting of nested elements. Other names
for these features include expand and collapse, code
hiding, and outlining. In Microsoft Word, the feature is
called "collapsible outlining".

Many user interfaces provide disclosure widgets for
code folding in a sidebar, indicated for example by a
triangle that points sideways (if collapsed) or down (if
expanded), or by a [-] box for collapsible (expanded)
text, and a...
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