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and so they responded slowly to Microsoft&#039;s own GUI-based products Excel and Word.
Lotus was surpassed by Microsoft in the early 1990s, and never recovered

Lotus 1-2-3 is a discontinued spreadsheet program from Lotus Software (later part of IBM). It
was the first killer application of the IBM PC, was hugely popular in the 1980s, and
significantly contributed to the success of IBM PC-compatibles in the business market.

The first spreadsheet, VisiCalc, had helped launch the Apple II as one of the earliest personal
computers in business use. With IBM's entry into the market, VisiCalc was slow to respond,
and when they did, they launched what was essentially a straight port of their existing system
despite the greatly expanded hardware capabilities. Lotus's solution was marketed as a three-
in-one integrated solution: it handled spreadsheet calculations, database functionality, and
graphical charts, hence the name "1-2-3", though how much database...
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Welcome to the Wikipedia Computing Reference Desk Archives

The page you are currently viewing is a monthly archive index. While you can leave answers
for any questions shown below, please ask new questions on one of the current reference desk
pages.
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