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Friction is the force resisting the relative motion of solid surfaces, fluid
layers, and material elements sliding against each other. Types of friction
include dry, fluid, lubricated, skin, and internal - an incomplete list. The
study of the processes involved is called tribology, and has a history of
more than 2000 years.

Friction can have dramatic consequences, as illustrated by the use of
friction created by rubbing pieces of wood together to start a fire. Another
important consequence of many types of friction can be wear, which may
lead to performance degradation or damage to components. It is known
that frictional energy losses account for about 20% of the total energy
expenditure of the world.

As briefly discussed later, there are many different contributors to the
retarding force in...

Glossary of engineering: A-L

geophysics, oceanography, meteorology, astrophysics, and biology. Fluid
statics Fluid statics, or hydrostatics, is the branch of fluid mechanics that
studies

This glossary of engineering terms is a list of definitions about the major
concepts of engineering. Please see the bottom of the page for glossaries
of specific fields of engineering.
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